
NORTH CALDWELL BOARD OF EDUCATION 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS REGARDING TRANSPORTATION 

 

The North Caldwell Board of Education will not be able to provide the subscription busing 
program for the 2020 – 2021 school year.  We will continue to provide busing to those children 
who we are required to bus by law, without charge. This notice will provide you with some 
answers to frequently asked questions regarding the suspension of the program.  
 
Why is the Board suspending subscription busing? 

Subscription busing is being suspended because Essex Regional Educational Services 
Commission (ERESC), the company that coordinates the North Caldwell Board of Education’s 
student transportation, has informed us that their transportation department has been shut down 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Thus, they will not be able to provide Subscription Busing for 
the 2020-2021 School Year.   

When will this take effect? 

This will take effect for the 2020-2021 school year. 

What if my child is required by law to be bused to school without charge?   

Children who are required to be bused by law, without charge, will continue to be bused.  You 
will be notified in June whether you are over the mileage according to the current law and will be 
automatically assigned to a bus route. 

How do you determine if I live farther than the current legal mileage from the school? 

The measurement is made by the shortest distance along public roadways or walkways between 
the entrance to the student’s home and the nearest public entrance to the school building.  This 
measurement is for eligibility purposes and may not necessarily be the travel path to and from 
school. 

If I don’t live more than the current legal mileage from school, how do I get my child to 
and from school? 

Children may either walk or be driven to and from school. 

Who is responsible for my child when he or she is walking to and from school? 

You are responsible for your child getting to and from school in a safe manner.  If you do not 
believe that your child has a safe walking path, you should drive your child to school. 

Won’t the carline be much more crowded and take more time? 

Carline currently runs quickly and efficiently. We will increase the designated drop off and pick 
up times at school so as to give parents some additional time for carline. We will also reevaluate 
staffing of carline. 



What if I have to drop my child off or pick my child up at two schools? 

As usual, a staff member is available to supervise dismissal at both Grandview and Gould 
Schools until 3:45 p.m., which provides sufficient time to get from one building to the other. 

How is the Borough of North Caldwell being informed of the changes so it can consider 
whether additional safety measures, like crossing guards, are needed?  

The Board is working with the Borough (including the Mayor’s office, the Borough Council and 
the Police Department) to discuss the potential impact of increased walkers and increased carline 
traffic.  This close dialogue will continue throughout the implementation process.   

Were there other options explored? 

Yes.  The Board considered contracting with another company, which would require us to re-bid 
our current bus contract, but because of budget and time constraints, are unable to do so at this 
time. 

In addition, the logistics of organizing this at the last minute would be impossible. The Board 
prefers to continue to focus our resources on the education of each student and working out the 
details of whatever guidelines we must adhere to within each school building. This also gives 
parents adequate time to make other arrangements. 

 

 


